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...yellow, purple and white, and thriving among
the many colourful cottage garden plants grown
at Ellenbank nursery in Kirkcudbright, Scotland »
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a varied and unusual selection

I vou are looking lor

ol cottage garden plants, then the nursery a

| Iil"'|"".|| |n\. S YOuIr ;'-:.'I-I NUrsernv owWners I IIT.Il'I.':I'
and Aksdair MacGregor have been enjoying an enviable

st 20 vears in their early 19th century

exslence [or ;

home in the ch own of Kirke |.|:'-:'_-_'|'I_

n south west Scolland. Surmrounded by cedars of

Ellenbank appealed vo them because of s hall
acre walled garden
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to build up i

MUTrseTy
oncCentraring at [irsy on

violas and clematis gradually

EXLE | E LD COdlE _'_,IE;.l.-. T e nnials Violas must have

as they begin in May and continue well into

autumn.’ The south west of Scotland & one of the cou

e 1o find many other
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garden plants, such as penstemons, also thrving here
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Formunately, the Mac( TEROTS redlise thal not evervone

can readily drive 1o Dumfries & Galloway

operate a healthy mu

ower shows, such as the RHS Tawon Park, Gardening

Scotland in Edinburgh and their local

vou do have the «

irkcudbright

hance 1
vou are hrought |||---!|_|||'| by the sight of the colowrful
SMOPINg NUTSET beds from the road There can be no
better advertisement
The debightful stone
walled former vegelahle
garden is lined witl
brick to

warmth at the curved south end. However, it has been

creale exira

wads ol Tubble

Wil

a backbreaking task removing bary
F I:.--'|I.| IE SUTMISES I:-“ :IIE' I\I‘.I' 10US OWTIers I il
Nol PoSSEss any .|4.|!1:I|.‘. rooisiock lor the -"I"l‘l"‘
that once Hourished here and that the rubble was
probably dumped here to restrict the root run of the

trees. Indeed, the soil is not much more than a spade’s

PREVIOUS PAGE Viola stock
bed, with the early 13th
oEritury howse behind
ABOVE, CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT Astrantia
Hadspen Blood"; a lively
planting with pink Achiiea
millefalivm "Rose Madder
and dark leaved Liguwlania
Britt Marie Crawlord”: sof
toloured borders line a
path in the walled garden
Elizabeth MacGregos
MMoNg penstemons
FACING PAGE & brilliant
combination of Erynguum
x rabelii ‘Jos Eijking” and

Potentilla Flamenco
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glorious gardens

FACING PAGE Dreamily | i » 15 el a I 1 | 1l
delicate purple Thalictrum Entering through a gate in the south wall i rellects iy ' at i

delavayi. ABOVE greeted by vour lirst glimpse of the gand: ! W bt 1 15 par Iy el i

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP avoul, wihich has some beds edeed in box s ar | % hi ot I (1] nin

LEFT Mingling golden nlormal exuberance ol herbaceous plar i the west | 1 I i ol |
mulas and daylilies, & rose ITOIm SEelr e whole garden at oncy 10 Th maches with logs ol L L UTPRnuULEs, a5
overed pergola frames reneral elfect is of a colour themed ] YWET 15, an Ihi riemisia and ht i 1
B remantic vista down the 1ErwWon witl rrow paths, White bloom 1 philade 1 %

grass path to a decorative pamicular lavourie - dominate the curved south facing A:s the walled garde E558 1 1 ]

gast iron bench; Potentilla nd of the garden. White argvran ums fl 5 planti 5 1h

‘Arc-en-ciel’, an oxcellent wolusely rom May (o December alongs Anemi X mportant o wse thi lours in @ harmonious
plant for the fromt of a wvbrida "Hi rit ok which Mourish I i i he effect » | b e i
border; Elizabeth tending tghn shade (n he white rose ¢ | | o flowe subtly fror e i mnother Wi |

sadlings in a greenhouse; hé borders on 1} 15t lacing sid CTI
the delightiully frilly lues | ivid purples and vibrant win
Bowvers of Lewcan themum olours, provided by ins, Knautia m

. I I s I )
Ruperbum "Old Court” (now rk maroon astrantias, and a hackdrop o k b . 30620, mobile: «44 (7941 54 H
known as | I i lane Mg ¢ 1 n the wa his leads 4 i | 5 i 1 Mowd
Beauti Movelioise N arc 100 colbour vid orange and red ¢ lies i | pring mil
I ! 1 ed herbaceous potentillas
i ' | A 1 Aur Twrn over for gordey Ol K »



glorious gardens

GARDEN NOTEBOOK

Ellenbank Nursery covers four acres in south west Scotland and benefits from
the area's mild climate and south westerly winds The soil is free draining loam

Anemane x hybrida ‘Konigin Charlotte’ has very

large semi-doulble 50T penk fowers

Campanula glomerata "Caroline” makes nicety

EBLLUIE . spreading clumps of |ac-pink bells, 0cr

la_ which doesn't e inense heat, is an excelient true Diue ' Campanula punctata "Alina’s Doulble" with pal

rermene froadifol

i 4
¢ lapanese \ creamy pink, double flowers, S0com (Z0sn)

ampanuias go wel with the shrub roses, while the soft tor

ata °F ahove left alwo blend well with the campa . ahways good 1o ' Crocosmia ‘Ellenbank Canary’ occurmed in the
add a bit of bite 1o 1he hasrder by peppenng them with enynoiums, Exiraciiandary w th theesr i micdle of a clump of "Canary Berd' . It 15 WIQOrous
| i Fretalic -blue fioesers and stems. Propagation at Elenbank goes On year mound 1 i wipnight and has tasier Stems wWith large
- herbaceous plants in the spring, wiolas (above nght) in ke Summes and autunm b canary yellow flowers, 70cm (Z8in

Eryngium “Cobalt Star (alcve! 6 a Wgoeous, musi
heanchang plant with mlensely cobalt Bilue Toser

a long season, 70om (28in). it occurred spontanecdisty

n the nurseny and was named Oy us a lew years A

ELIZABETH'S TIPS

= Box edging is a slight problem. Although

it frames the plants within the border and makes
a neat edge, the invasive roots of box are greedy.
Unfussy, vigorous perennials, such as Anemone

x hybrida "Honorine Jobert’, are undeterred by
o, however,
and so they make
good planting
COMPANions

& More for less
Root cuttings

of eryngiums

produce good
resufts. There's

aths, it s : @ Foran Ellenbank
important to ke CONUT In iy harmonous Wan, OF Nursery Ea.‘l,ih-gu-e ]
the effect can be overwhelming. The hot coloured fouwr 15t class stamps o ‘ a bit more effort involved, a littie more wastage,
i e wialled garden includes N - Elizabeth MacGregor but the end result s always interesting. In the
redeana, Primuia flonndae, Digitalis grandifiora i Ellenbank, Kirkoudbright niursery, we list 3 wide range of eryngiums and

Hermerocalls ‘Corky’, the yellow leaved Catalpa DGE 4UL, Scotland Oriental poppies, which are propagated from
hignonicides ‘Aurea’, with toning Lysimachia ¢ Tel #44 {0)1557 330620 ' root cuttings during the wanies
nummukania Aurea’ used a8 groundoowver - i e i
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